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G-AVTL at the 2012 Bristol International Balloon Fiesta 

In the 1960s Don Cameron came to Bristol to work as an  

aeronautical engineer. Some days he would go to a gliding club  

and one day a member had a magazine showing the new type of  

ballooning that had just been created in America. Together they  

decided to build a hot air balloon, the Bristol Belle (G-AVTL). The  

group of seven all contributed to building it and all learned to fly in  

the balloon over time. This was Western Europeôs first modern hot  

air balloon. As Don Cameronôs passion for ballooning grew, in  

1970 he quite his job and founded Cameron Balloons Ltd. In the  

pub one evening in 1978 the idea of a balloon meet at Ashton Court  

was discussed. This is how Europeôs largest balloon festival began. 

 

The fiestaôs first year was 1979, and 27 balloon teams turned up to 

participate, most being local pilots but with some coming from Germany. It took place between 7th and 9th 

September. Around 100 flights took place during those 3 days and it was a huge success. The fiesta 

continued each year, attracting more and more people. Itôs now in its 38th year and more popular than ever! 
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George Bear Mister Bup IKEA 

Churchill 

BabyBel 

Chubb  

Monster 
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Thomas the Tank Engine 

Sonic 

Caramel  

Bunny Snow White 



Budweiser AGFA Coca Cola 

Sainsburyôs had five special shapes built in 1996 

to create a huge advertising tool that could take 

off, literally. They all attended the Bristol 

International Balloon Fiesta for a few years after 

they came out of the Cameron Balloons Factory. 

In 1997 they were seen flying out of College 

Green together whilst their LBL 31A hopper 

stayed tethered. This attracted lots of  

attention, as itôs not everyday you see a giant 

strawberry and bunch of carrots floating past  

your office window! College Green was packed  

- nobody wanted to miss this spectacle.  

Sainsburyôs Flying Circus 
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Stowells 

Bud E Beaver Smurf Bic Chick Unipart 

PHOTOS 

ballooningpictures.weebly.com


RAC Van 
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Eagle Pete the Pylon Lloyds TSB 
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Thursday 11th August 2016 

12:00 ï Gates Open 

12:30-14:00 ï Balloon Tethering 

18:00-20:00 ï Mass Balloon Launch 

21:00 ï Night Glow and Fireworks  

22:30 ï Gates Close    

Friday 12th August 2016 

06:00-08:00 ï Mass Balloon Launch 

08:00-10:00 ï Balloon Tethering 

12:00-14:00 ï Balloon Tethering 

18:00-20:00 ï Mass Balloon Launch 

20:30 ï Gates Close  

Note that arena events and mass ascents will be cancelled if 

weather conditions are not suitable. Ballooning is weather 

dependant, as are the other arena events. 
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Note that arena events and mass ascents will be cancelled if 

weather conditions are not suitable. Ballooning is weather 

dependant, as are the other arena events. 
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Saturday 13th August 2016 

06:00-08:00 ï Mass Balloon Launch 

08:00 ï Model Balloons  

08:00-10:00 ï Balloon Tethering 

12:00-17:30 ï Arena Entertainment 

18:00-20:00 ï Mass Balloon Launch  

21:00 ï Night Glow and Fireworks  

22:30 ï Gates Close  

Sunday 14th August 2016 

06:00-08:00 ï Mass Balloon Launch 

08:00 ï Model Balloons  

08:00-10:00 ï Balloon Tethering 

12:00-17:30 ï Arena Entertainment 

18:00-20:00 ï Mass Balloon Launch  

21:00 ï Night Glow and Fireworks  

22:30 ï Gates Close  



Night Glow & Fireworks  

The famous Bristol Night Glow is a great spectacle of the event, with 20-30 

balloons glowing to music. Itôs often up to 30 minutes later than expected, but 

there will be a 10 minute countdown when the pilots start inflating their 

balloons.  It usually last for just over 20 minutes and then the balloons are 

pulled down and the fireworks begin. The night glow is rarely cancelled, but 

weôll let you know if it is on social media. 

Mass Balloon Launch  

Starting at roughly either 6am or 6pm,  you can watch 100+ balloons lift off in 

1-2 hours. Special shapes fly in all the launches, not just in the launch on 

Thursday evening. Especially for the evening launches, make sure you get 

there early to guarantee yourself a place to watch the balloons take off. Donôt 

worry if theyôre not flying for quite a while after scheduled time, as sometimes 

the balloonists have to wait for the wind to calm down to enable them to fly. 

Itôs more than likely at some point the ascent will be slightly delayed, so donôt 

leave until you know itôs cancelled! Weôll be attending the pilot briefings in the 

balloonist marquee, so weôll try to post an update about whatôs happening on 

our Twitter Feed and Facebook Page. If we are unable to do so, wait until the 

official fiesta announce it. 
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Saturday & Sunday Morning Ascents 

Thursday Balloon Launch  

On Thursday 11th August, about 40 balloons take 

to the skies, not 100+. The special shapes and 

ride balloons fly, as well as some private pilots.  

...more info on Page 12-14... 



Model Balloons  

The model balloons work exactly the same as a normal hot air balloon, but of course on a much 

smaller scale. You can see them after morning and evening mass ascents and before nightglows. 

Sometimes the models are paraded around the arena, but most of the time you will be able to 

see them next to the balloonist marquee. Look out for the new Tibet model envelope! 

Balloon Tethering  

Tethering in the arena will firstly take place on 

Thursday afternoon, starting at normally about 

1:00pm. After Friday and Saturday morningôs 

mass ascents balloons will tether, but perhaps 

not after Sundayôs because itôs the last day. If 

the launches are cancelled there will be 

tethering instead. Friday afternoon at about 

1:00pm will see more action take place, but 

not on Saturday and Sunday because thereôs 

no lunchtime press for advertising. While 

many of the usual balloons will tether, the 

BBM&L and other owners will get their 

balloons inflated. 

Inflation races are when 2 teams with a balloon 

each have a race to see who can get their 

basket off the ground first. In 2015, Exclusive 

Ballooningôs Fortnum & Mason balloons and 

Flying Enterprisesô Power Rangers were the 

ones that took the challenge. They may 

happen slightly later than the scheduled time. 

In 2015 there wasnôt meant to be a race on 

Sunday afternoon, but there was so thereôs a 

good chance youôll see one! Some other 

balloons might take part as well.  

Inflation Races  
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The Thursday balloon launch at 6pm is not a mass ascent, but a launch  

   for special shapes, ride balloons and the  

    odd local pilot. Normally around 35 balloons  

    take to the skies and itôs a great chance to see  

    most of the special shapes inflated for the first  

     time this year! The Ballooning Network, Bailey  

                       Balloons, ABC Flights, Elite Air and  

                     First Flight will  

               be  

               flying  

                 too.  
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Here are the balloons you can expect to see at this yearôs Thursday evening launch. Not all balloons here will 

appear, but most of them will.  

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwig98Wb5qzOAhVC1hoKHfLaDpwQjRwIBw&url=http://www.g-dash.co.uk/g-b/g-be/&psig=AFQjCNFWi5AY14lddfSZhFXD6ZcmT4ey0w&ust=1470573171352131
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiU3_7V5qzOAhUD1xoKHYdRB5UQjRwIBw&url=http://www.airport-data.com/aircraft/photo/000299609.html&psig=AFQjCNHQaSC_YurhnbGZLHhh1aJPS4ohkQ&ust=1470573321171115
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Most of these balloons will appear on the Thursday, and 

some other ones will too if the launch goes ahead. 

+ more 



G-OXBY 
Built in 1989, we saw 

the BBM&L (British  

Balloon Museum & Library) 

tether G-OXBY on Saturday 

morning last year. We wonôt  

be seeing G-OXBY in 2016 as  

the BBM&L are bringing 2 other 

special shapes to tether! This 

balloon probably wonôt be seen  

for a while now because last year it 

was taken to Bristol and Tiverton.  

Boy & Girl 

From pages 15 to 17 you can find out if the special shapes 

that attended last yearôs fiesta will be returning in 2016 

Last year it was a surprise to 

see Oons Wiefke and Oons 

Kearlke at Ashton Court, 

despite some hints they would 

be there. Itôs unlikely they will 

appear this year because 

Lighter Than Air are bringing 

the Paddy Power special 

shape. 

Mr Wonderfuel British Gas Flame 
The night before the 2015 fiesta started we had an 

email from the BBM&L about what balloons of theirs  

                     would be appearing. This was the first,  

                           and it was inflated after the mass                  

                               launch on Friday morning  

                                   alongside a few other shapes. 

                                     The 31 year old envelope was      

                only inflated in the arena for     

                                         a short time. The BBM&L 

                   wouldnôt tether the same  

                            shape two years in a  

                                   row, so G-BLKU 

            wonôt be at Bristol 

              this year. Look  

               out for G-PUTT  

              and G-BTEF.  

 

 

G-CIGL photo credit: Mark Neal 
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White Label Hop 
On Friday morning this giant hop shaped balloon 

tethered, registered G-MALT. Thunder & Colt made 

this in 1989 and itôs now owned by the Hertfordshire 

Balloon Collection. We went over and it looked in 

very good condition for its age. They also own one of 

the Budweiser cans (G-BVIO). The owners 

probably wonôt be bringing 

óhoppyô back this year. 


