MJ Ballooning
Ashton Court Estate

Unless stated otherwise, photos in this PDF are owned by MJ Ballooning. The photos should not be used without permission from the owner.
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How the fiesta < trantfe
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In the 1960s Don Cameron came to Bristol to work as an
aeronautical engineer. Some days he would go to a gliding club
and one day a member had a magazine showing the new type of
ballooning that had just been created in America. Together they
decided to build a hot air balloon, the Bristol Belle (G-AVTL). The
group of seven all contributed to building it and all learned to fly in
the ball oon over time. This wa/{
air balloon. As Don Cameronods
1970 he quite his job and founded Cameron Balloons Ltd. In the
pub one evening in 1978 the idea of a balloon meet at Ashton Court
was di scussed. This is how Eur
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participate, most being local pilots but with some coming from Germany. It took place between 7th and 9th
September. Around 100 flights took place during those 3 days and it was a huge success. The fiesta
continued each year, attracti ng ™hyearandnaoregoputeothas evpre
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Favourite Special Sh
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Thomas the Tank Engine SSunny Snow White

Churchill Monster
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Bic Chick

Sainsburyds
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ertising tool that could take
] ded the Bristol
Balloon Fiesta for a few years after
- ' came out of the Cameron Balloons Factory.
- In 1997 they Were seen flying out of College
reen together whilst their LBL 31A hopper
ayed tethered. This attracted lots of
IRGRCARENINONn S, - "as i tds no
strawberry and bunch of carrots floating past ~ §*
our office window! College Green was packed
e nobody wanted to miss this spectacle.
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ballooningpictures.weebly.com

Michelin Man

Pete the Pylon Lloyds TSB

Photo Credits Page 5-7
Chris Hayden: G-HEYY, G-BUNI, G-SEGA, G-ORAC, PH-IOH, G-BTML, G-DHLI, G-BVMJ, G-PYLN, G-BYIX, G-OHDC
Ballooning Pictures: G-CGl S, Sainsburyés Flying Circus

Matt Cleaves: N-804BB

JEM Ballooning: G-BXUG ALL OTHERS: MJ Ballooning
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Thursday 11" August 2016 | %
12:001 Gates Open R
12:30-14:00 i Balloon Tethering \
18:00-20:00 7 Mass Balloon Launch
21:007 Night Glow and Fireworks

22:3071 Gates Close

v
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Friday 12th August 2016

06:00-08:00 1 Mass Balloon Launch
08:00-10:001 Balloon Tethering
12:00-14:0071 Balloon Tethering
18:00-20:00 7 Mass Balloon Launch
20:301 Gates Close

Note that arena events and mass ascents will be cancelled if
weather conditions are not suitable. Ballooning is weather
dependant, as are the other arena events.
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Saturday 13" August 2016

? 06:00-08:00 7 Mass Balloon Launch
08:007 Model Balloons
08:00-10:00 1 Balloon Tethering
12:00-17:30 17 Arena Entertainment
18:00-20:00 17 Mass Balloon Launch
21:00 1 Night Glow and Fireworks
22:301 Gates Close

Sunday 14t August 2016

06:00-08:00 17 Mass Balloon Launch
08:00 7 Model Balloons
08:00-10:00 7 Balloon Tethering
12:00-17:301 Arena Entertainment
18:00-20:00 1 Mass Balloon Launch
21:00 7 Night Glow and Fireworks
22:3071 Gates Close

Note that arena events and mass ascents will be cancelled if
weather conditions are not suitable. Ballooning is weather
dependant, as are the other arena events.
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Ballooning Info
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Night Glow & Fireworks

The famous Bristol Night Glow is a great spectacle of the event, with 20-30
ball oons glowing to music. | tés oft]
there will be a 10 minute countdown when the pilots start inflating their
balloons. It usually last for just over 20 minutes and then the balloons are
pulled down and the fireworks begin. The night glow is rarely cancelled, but
we 061 | l et you know if it is on socif

S

Mass Balloon Launch

\

Starting at roughly either 6am or 6pm, you can watch 100+ balloons lift off in
1-2 hours. Special shapes fly in all the launches, not just in the launch on
Thursday evening. Especially for the evening launches, make sure you get
there early to guarantee yourself a
worry if theydre not flying for quil
the balloonists have to wait for the wind to calm down to enable them to fly.
ltés more than | ikely at some point
|l eave until you know itds cancel |l ed]
ball ooni st marquee, so weoll try to
our Twitter Feed and Facebook Page. If we are unable to do so, wait until the
official fiesta announce it.

Thursday Balloon Launch )
On Thursday 11t August, about 40 balloons take

to the skies, not 100+. The special shapes and
ride balloons fly, as well as some private pilots.
...more info on Page 12-14...
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Ballooning Info

BaIIo Tethering

Tethering in the arena will firstly take place on
Thursday afternoon, starting at normally about
1: 00pm. After Friday
mass ascents balloons will tether, but perhaps
not after Sundayods
the launches are cancelled there will be
tethering instead. Friday afternoon at about
1:00pm will see more action take place, but
not on Saturday and
no lunchtime press for advertising. While
many of the usual balloons will tether, the
BBM&L and other owners will get their
balloons inflated.
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Model Balloon

beg¢

The model balloons work exactly the same as a normal hot air balloon, but of course on a much
smaller scale. You can see them after morning and evening mass ascents and before nightglows.
Sometimes the models are paraded around the arena, but most of the time you will be able to
see them next to the balloonist marquee. Look out for the new Tibet model envelope!

Inflation Races

Inflation races are when 2 teams with a balloon
each have a race to see who can get their

8] basket off the ground first. In 2015, Exclusive
Ball ooningds Fortnum &
FIlying Enterprisesoo Po]
ones that took the challenge. They may
happen slightly later than the scheduled time.

I n 2015 there wasnot n
| Sunday afternoon, but
good chance youdll see

balloons might take part as well.
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The Thursday balloon launch at 6pm is not a mass ascent, but a launch
for special shapes, ride balloons and the
odd local pilot. Normally around 35 balloons
take to the skies and
most of the special shapes inflated for the first
time this year! The Ballooning Network, Bailey T
Balloons, ABC Flights, Elite Airand Wt : . 0
- = First Flight wil Gaki "
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;Thursday Launch

Here are the bal oons you canh expect to see at thi
appear, but most of them will.
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;Thursday Launcih

Most of these balloons will appear on the Thursday, and
some other ones will too if the launch goes ahead.
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From pages 15to 17 you can find out if the special shapes
that attended | ast year 6s fi

Mr Wonderfuel British Gas Flame

White Label Hop o it before the 2015 1 e had
. . — The night before the 2015 fiesta started we had an
F th th h I
t(c)a?he:fgyrcreng?sttr]cal?g d CBISAE/JI,TCT '(I?Eusn dipre; gzltor(;gd e ema|I from the BBM&L about what balloons of theirs
’ U e aRpagring. fhis was g frsh

this in 1989 and itds now +h tdt
Balloon Collection. We went over and it looked in an itwas inflated after the mass
» launch on Friday morning

very good condition for its age. They also own one of £ )

the Budweiser cans (G-BVIO). The owners ; alongside a few other shapes.
probably wonot ahe 3_1 year o!d envelope was

6hoppyd bac kr"f t only inflated in the arena for

‘ a short time. The BBM&L
[ Miwoul dnoét teth

shape two years in a

row, so G-BLKU
wonot be
\ this year. Look

. out for G-PUTT
and G-BTEF.
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A | )"“\ Boy & Girl: ~

Last year it was a surprise to

see Oons Wiefke and Oons

Kearlke at Ashton Court,

despite'some hints they would
be t\here. 1tés
appear this year because-

Lighter Than Air are bringing

the Paddy Power speC|aI

bl y wonot
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